
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The real face of the ‘English Defence League’  

Whilst the EDL and organisations like the British 

National Party seek to divide us, we know that as 

working people – black and white, women and men, 

gay and straight, Muslim or not – we have much in 

common. Any division makes us weaker against 

those who would exploit or oppress us. Unity is 

strength! 

Nottinghamshire Stop the BNP, along with other 

anti-racist community groups and trade unions, is 

calling a Unity Rally to show the EDL and any other 

racist group seeking a foothold in Nottingham that 

we are united in solidarity against them. 

See the reverse of this leaflet for more information 

on the EDL and Notts Stop the BNP... 

The ‘English Defence League’ – a group of racists, 

nationalists and football hooligans – plan to 

demonstrate in Nottingham on 5
th

 December. We 

plan to stop them. The EDL claim that they oppose 

‘Muslim extremism’. In fact, they are racists who 

seek to provoke conflict and disunity. Their previous 

demonstrations have been direct assaults on 

Muslims and anyone of Asian or Middle Eastern 

appearance. They have staged protests outside of 

mosques and ran riot in Luton, attacking bystanders 

and shops. They are not welcome in Nottingham! 

In coming to Nottingham, the EDL are not exercising 

their ‘freedom of speech’ and their ‘right to 

demonstrate’. Their presence is a racist provocation, 

an attack on us all. 



 

Against the BNP’s and other racists 

politics we call for ‘Jobs and Homes NOT 

Racism’ and campaign for: 

 

• Free, equal quality education 

services for all —with sufficient 

money to deal with the crisis in 

schools and colleges; reverse 

privatisation. 

• The restoration of dignity and 

rights at work; repeal anti-union 

laws. 

• An end to poverty wages and 

jobs with no prospects. 

• A higher minimum wage, 

protect wages from inflation. 

• Increased taxes on wealthy 

millionaires and near 

millionaires. 

• Expanded decent, low rental 

council housing for all. 

• Support for communities with 

services, recreational facilities 

and a sense of hope that can 

keep young people away from 

crime and drugs. 

• Independent working class 

candidates and political 

representation. 

• In short: a plan for the economic 

crisis that puts the interests of 

working people, not the 

bankers, first! 

If you agree with us or want to discuss 

our ideas, get in touch! 

Notts Stop the BNP primarily campaigns against the British National Party. We do this by proposing positive, working 

class anti-racist politics against the BNP’s politics of hate. We combine this with calling demonstrations and 

organising action against the BNP when they attempt to organise. The ‘English Defence League’ pose a new threat to 

all those who believe in democracy, equality and solidarity. They are racists who pose a real physical threat. That’s 

why Notts Stop the BNP oppose and organises against them.  

The ‘English Defence League’ make many claims about themselves, 

who they are and where they come from. These claims are mainly 

lies. 

Claim 1: The EDL is “peaceful”. FACT: EDL demonstrations have ended 

in rioting with attacks on individuals and shops; their supporters include 

known football hooligans – who they specifically try to recruit. 

Claim 2: “The EDL is not racist”. FACT: The EDL hides behind the term 

‘Militant Islam’ when it attacks Muslims. The fact is that their 

demonstrations are little more than racist provocations – why else 

would they gather outside of Mosques and attack people who appear to 

be Muslim?  

Claim 3: “The EDL is not the BNP”. FACT: This claim is only partly true. 

Research by the anti-fascist magazine Searchlight showed that leading 

members of the EDL are known BNP activists. 

So what does the EDL want? We know they are racists who are linked 

to the BNP. We know they use violence, threats and intimidation 

against Muslims and people who appear to be Muslim. Over the years, 

members of the BNP and similar organisations have talked about 

starting a ‘race war’. Some members, like Tony Lecomber, have been 

convicted for making bombs to start this ‘war’. It’s likely that the EDL 

have similar ideas. They want to whip up mass hatred and violence on 

our streets as a step towards ethnically cleansing the UK. Their 

fantasies of a racially pure Britain – when turned into action on the 

streets – are very dangerous indeed. We must resist their attempts to 

make hate and violence a daily occurrence. We must unite and fight 

this racism. 


